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Two months with the bees

This summer | spertvo months in Norfolk with Keith Morgahfound this opportunity due to
the websiteHelpexchange.nefor the cost of 2@ whs able to acceddelpXwhere there are ogr
1,000 hoss all over the world These hosts providi®od and @commodation for work experience

My host (Keith Morgan) liean Norfolk, in a smailillage called Little Massgham. It is located
atfiteenmilesh y GKS SFad 2F YAy3aQa [eyyo

Why did | choose to go with this host®n the website, most hosts expect you to do
renovation, gardening, farminghildmindingetc. What sruck me with this st was beekeeping
There are only two beekeepers dtelpX | helped my father in the past to renovate the attic in my
house to do new bedrooms so renoirad a house in England was less interesting than beekeefiing.
was formetheopp Nlidzy Aie (2 € SIFNYy az2YSUiKAy3a ySg> az2vSsi
Moreover | lave always been interesdl in the bees. Keith has also a little farm: he has 120 chickens,
five pigs and twelve turkeys.

Keith hasaroundn nn KA @S &siblé th Enowa hovk nfeni2hé has in reality as some die
and he sometimes makes new hivelle has them mostlyn Norfolk but he moved them to other
crops in UKCambridge, Yorkshir&erbyshire (fothese two see the chapter about moving bees to
the Heather). These crops are mainly fruit blossom, borage bedther. Keith has a lot of worto do
with hisown hives to inspect all of them and to do what is required for each of them but he has also to
inspect the hives of a lot of other people as he is a begeici®r. When | came he was just promoted
to regional bee inspector, he has nothe responsibility of Lincolnshire, Rutland, Leistershire,
Cambridge, Suffolk, Essédertfordshire Bedfordshireand of course NorfolkHe is in charge of other
inspectors too. As a bee inspector, he works for DERR&partment for Environmental Food and
Rural Affairs)He is dealing with statutory notifiablésdases which are European fool brood (EFB) and
American fool brood (AFB). Healso doing checks for small hives beetlenadl as giving advices on
varroamanagement andropilaps. He worksasa bee inspectoiin the week and he takes care of his
hives in the weelend.
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Two months with the bees

| Beekeeping

The honey bee familly

In a beehive you can find three types of bees: the worker bee, the drone and the queen.

All the workers are femalethey are the onavho bring the pollen and the nect#o the hives,
they also take care ahe young bees, keethe hivetidy, ventilatedthe hiveif necessary, feed the
j dzSSy Si0OX¢KS diyiNdt Sheldses B Protéct tiie hive. Tenghas a barbd end so
when shestings a mammabr a human the barkend get stuckand leavethe venom sackvhich isa
part of the beethen the bee dies.Hopefully the bee can sting other instects again and again to defend
the colony without dying.

The queen is the heart of the colony: she lays eggs and she produces pheromones to regulate
the work in the colony and to manage the workers. The quegheignost importantmember ofthe
hive. Every beekeepers will look every time if there is the queen is the hive and if she is laying well.
The queen has stingbut she only usest to sting other queensShe is the largest bee in the colony
with a long lody.

The male bee is called the dronthey arethe largest bee in the hive but they are unable to
sting. Their only purpse in a hive is to mate with a virgin que&tihen a virgin queen go out of the
hive to mate all the drones come with her. They dieeafnating. A queen will mate with severals
drones during her nuptial flight. The drones do nothing in the hive they jusiredii K S& RBrR.y Qi &

The queen with worker bees

A less visible queen
(virgin queen)
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The beehive

The modern hive is also callédngstrothK A @S @ ¢ LodlyygpS y2T YIKBS NY KA |
the most common. The important thing in a beehive is the bee space: this bee space is the distant
betweentwo frames. If this space is too small the bees will glue the frames together with propolis
(bee glue). If the spacs too large, the bees will builthother comb in the middle.

The parts of the hive are the hive stand, the bottom board,
the hive body(brood chamber) the queenexculder the
super(s)the inner cover and the outer cover Ourzr Cover

TyneER CoveR

The hive stands made to &evate the hive ofthe ground t0  sorscrie sumea
AyadzZ I 6S GKS KAGS FyR AGQa Y2NB

off the ground because they live normaly in trees. s Boor

The bottom board is the thick bottom floor of the beehive,

some beekepers use screened bottom board which ™
improve the ventilation of the hivetl{at could be useful in e s
the hot summers)

The hive body: this is where the beldge, it contains ten
frames, h which you find eggs, laae,brood, honey and
pollen. In this part of the hive you can find the queen (if you have good eyes!)

The queen exader (not shown in the drawing)this is a wooden frame holding a grind of metal wire.
It is placel between the brood body and the supers. As thameimpliesit preventsthe queen going
into the supers to lay eggH.the queen lag eggsn the supers/ou cannot take the honey away.

The super ishte part of the hive that you placen top of
the brood chamber (hive bodydo the bees can store

A aueen excluder
honey. When the super is full yoplaceanother supermon. /

In each super you have ten
frames of honeycomb (not
as big as the ones in the
brood chamber) . A full
super weight an average of
20 kibgrams.

The inner cover is ramed
flat plank with a hole in the
middleWe also call it a
crown board.

¢tKS 2dzi SND2@SNJ 2NJ 6KS NR2FY AdGQa | FNIXYS 2F 4
galavanized teel tray on the top.lt protects the hive
from the rain and other elements.
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